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Vice President of Clubs and Societies’ Council Report 

Niall Mc Kenna 

Hello everyone! 

Firstly I would like to congratulate you on being successful in the recent student 

council elections. I look forward to working with you during this coming academic 

year. 

This is my council report for the first statutory meeting of Student council for the 

academic year 2014-15. This report will outline the work done since I took office in 

July 2014.  

The main reason I ran for Vice President of Clubs and Societies was so that I could 

use my knowledge to improve the clubs and society experience for students. Being 

involved in a club or society allows students the chance to get the most out of 

their Queen’s experience. This is why one of my main aims of this academic year is 

to get as many people involved in clubs and societies as possible. I have enjoyed 

my time in office thus far and look forward to a successful year improving clubs 

and societies at Queen’s. I welcome all ideas or concepts that any student 

councillors have regarding clubs and societies and will work tirelessly to improve 

the services the Student’s Union provides.  

The first section of the report deals with the meetings I have attended since 

coming into office. The next section of the report deals with the work done to 

date and finishes with the training attended since starting this role.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or queries on this report 

or on clubs and societies. I am available via email on su.vpcs@qub.ac.uk or 

clubsandsocieties@qub.ac.uk  

Alternatively you can call me on 02890973922 or come it to the Student’s Union 

second floor where I can meet with you. 
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Meetings attended 

Meeting with Lord Mayor 

Meeting with Isabel Jennings 

Meeting with Registrar 

Meeting with Vice Chancellor 

Graduation  

Introduction meeting with Queen’s Sport 

Meeting with IPSC representative, Joanne Graham 

Building redevelopment consultation 

Meeting with head of Queen’s Sport Liz McLaughlin  

Meeting with Irena Kerr Insurance 

Freshers Fortnight Committee  

Meeting with Graham Norman Information Services on online sign up 

Freshers’ Fair Working Group 

Preliminary Clubs and Societies Grants meeting 

Clothing tender consultation 

Meeting with BMSA chair 

Meeting Biochemistry chair 

Meeting Chemical Engineering chair 

Fixer’s Interview for Cheerleading 

Meeting with O’Neill’s  

Shell Scheme consultation 

Presentation on High Performance Sport – MAMMOTH 

Induction Talks given to every School in Queen’s  

Rowing training day at Dub 

Open Days on front lawn 

Meeting with Accommodation 
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Meeting with Residential Life Team  

Presentation by Annual Fund 

Meeting DASA 

International Buddy Scheme  

International Pub Crawl  

RAG Pub Crawl  

Welcome Weekend  

Campus Sports Night  

Clubs and Societies Stall at Postgraduate Fair 

Meeting with Cool FM for Freshers’ Fair 

Freshers’ Fair Training event 

Fresher’s Fair  

Student’s Union Pop Up discussion. 

Strategic Plan Working group 

Academic Board Pre-meet 

Assessment of Clubs and Societies Grants 

Campus Cup 

Clubs and Societies Compulsory Training Event  

SU-Pop Ups 

Review Mystery Tours Protocol 

Executive Management Committee  

Management Board  

Meeting with GAA Development Manager Aidan O’Rourke  

Meeting with Sport Development Officer Kevin Murray  

Meeting with Student Sport Development Manager Karl Oakes  
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Freshers’ Fair 

The annual Freshers’ Fair event took place in the Students’ Union on 1-2 October 
2014 – total footfall at the event was 15,823 (compared with 15,678 in 2013-14).   
 
Footfall on Day One of the event (featuring Societies) was 8,712 (55% of total 
attendance) whilst the number of people present on Day Two (featuring Sporting 
Clubs and Academic Societies) was 7,111 (45% of total attendance).  
 
A programme of promotional activity was delivered throughout the two-day event 
to maximise student footfall – this included utilisation of all Students’ Union 
marketing channels and the presence of the Cool FM Roadshow. 
 
The total number of stalls at the two-day event was 264, compared with 314 at the 
Freshers’ Fair of 2013.  The decision to reduce stall numbers was taken largely due 
to the issues of crowding at the 2013 event. It was decided to remove volunteering 
stalls from the event and to have volunteering as a separate standalone event in 
volunteering week.     
 
Exhibiting over the 2 days were:  

109 societies, 

55 clubs,  

8 charities,  

24 commercial stalls, 

5 external organisations, 

15 stalls for University Departments. 

The total income generated from the event was £16,802 in comparison to £20,150 
in 2013 and £14,500 in 2012.  The reduction in income was largely due to the 
decision to remove volunteering stalls from the Fair (approximately 40 
Volunteering stalls exhibited at the 2013 Fair).   
 
     
Training 

Freshers Fair Training 
 
A Freshers Fair training session was delivered to clubs and societies on 29 Oct in 
order to advise clubs and societies on issues such as effective presentation and 
exhibiting at the Fair, health and safety, registration of members and using the on-
line system.  There were 156 attendees representing 89 clubs and societies in 
attendance. 
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Mandatory Training Day   
 
A compulsory Club and Society Training Event took place on 8 October 2014 in the 
Students’ Union, attended by 181 students (compared to 175 in 2013) and included 
information on: 
 

 Health and Safety 

 Insurance 

 The Clubs and Societies Finance Office 

 Clothing Supply Options 

 The Inspiring Leaders Programme  

 Room Booking Procedures  

 Marketing of Clubs and Societies via the Students’ Union Website. 

 Queen’s Sport  

 Grants 

 Mystery tours 

 Bars and Ents 

 Purchasing  
 

 
Online Sign-Ups 
 
There were 7,948 on-line sign-ups at Fresher’s Fair and an additional 2,562 “sign-
ups” have taken place since Freshers’ Fair.  Total ‘sign-ups’ to clubs and societies 
is currently 10,510 compared to 9,600 in November 2013 and this represents the 
highest such figure on record.   
    
The online ‘sign up’ procedure for Club and Society membership for the 2014-15 
academic year is currently being reviewed, with a view to eventually linking the 
‘Clubs and Societies’ section of the Union website to the University’s online system 
in order to make it easier for students to process their electronic payments for 
membership.  
 
The on-line registration system in place for the Fresher’s Fair ran smoothly. It was 
opened until 31st October as a result from feedback from stall holders at the 
Freshers’ Fair. This has been a huge success with 910 more sign ups than last year.  
   
Campus Sport Night 

The Campus Sport’s Night took place in the PEC on 24th September 2014 from 5pm-

9pm. 176 students took part in a range of events that included: 

Campus Run – 5k timed run through Botanic Gardens and the University 

Taster Sessions & Drop in sessions with Student Clubs (Cheerleading, Rowing, 

Dodgeball, Basketball) 

Activity Programme taster sessions in Circuits as part of the Queen’s Sport 

programme 
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Indoor 5 a side football competition  

Dodgeball Competition 

3v3 Basketball Competition  

 Campus Cup 

The Campus Cup (6-a-side football tournament) took place on 22 October 2014 at 
Malone Playing Fields and was a great success with 238 participants from 24 teams 
(compared to 140 participants representing 14 teams in 2013). The event featured 
six international student teams.  The Students’ Union sponsored the winner’s 
trophy and medals.   

 

Grants 

The deadline for annual recurrent grant applications was 10 October 2014.  111 
applications were received from Clubs and Societies (67 societies and 44 clubs) in 
comparison to 93 applications in 2013.  Applications for recurrent grants have 
increase by 38% over the past 2 years.  Changes were made to the 2014 grant 
application process which allowed clubs and societies to submit 1 form using a 
standard template comprising their Annual Review, their Development Plan and 
their Grant application, as opposed to three separate forms.    
 
The deadline for hosting grants and capital grants was 24 October 2014 and by the 
closing date 22 applications were received (15 applications for capital grants and 7 
applications for hosting grants).  In 2013/14, 8 hosting grants and 5 capital grants 
were awarded.      
 

Open Days 

The secondary school open days involved clubs and societies taster sessions both in 

the Student’s Union and the front lawn. Origami, Dragonslayers and cheerleading 

all provided taster sessions in the Student’s Union. Queen’s Rugby, Gaelic football 

and hurling as well as rowing provided tasters events on the front lawn of the 

Queen’s Lanyon building.  

Clothing tender 

The University’s Purchasing Office, Queen’s Sport and the Student’s Union have 

developed a new clothing tender for branded and non-branded sports clothing.  It 

is envisaged that new suppliers will be appointed early in 2015 and interim 

arrangements are in place pending this decision. 

Fixers 

Representatives from ‘Fixers’ (a forum for highlighting young people who are 
motivated to make a positive change) recently visited Queen’s Students Union to 
feature The Cheerleading Club as part of the ‘Fixers’ series on UTV Live.  I was 
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interviewed on the benefits that the club brings to students in term of training and 
operating in a team environment etc. It is hoped that the piece will air on UTV 
Live prior to Christmas.      
 

 

Training 

- Transition week training 

- Outlook Training with Paddy Branigan. 

- Macmillan Media Training 

- Induction talk training 

 


