
  SUC/P/15/4 

 

Queen’s University Belfast 

Student’s Union Council 

9th February 2015 

 

Vice President of Clubs and Societies’ Council Report 

Niall Mc Kenna 

 

 

This is my council report for the third statutory meeting of student council for the 

academic year 2014-15. This report will outline the work done since the second 

statutory meeting of council on 4th December 2014. 

The first section of the report deals with the meetings I have attended since the 

meeting of council on 4th December 2014. The next section of the report deals with 

ongoing work as well as work done since the last council meeting. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or queries on this report 

or on clubs and societies. I am available via email on su.vpcs@qub.ac.uk or 

clubsandsocieties@qub.ac.uk  

Alternatively you can call me on 02890973922 or come it to the Student’s Union 

second floor where I can meet with you. 
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Meetings Attended 
 
Queen’s Sport Strategy 

Inter-Sports Night meeting 

Strategic Plan meetings 

Meeting on clothing tender 

Clothing tender analysis 

Meeting on equipment register 

Refreshers Fair working group meeting 

Executive Management Committee 

Meeting with Trampoline Club 

Meeting with Paddlesports  

Meeting with Queen’s Gaelic Football Club 

Building Redevelopment Working Group 

SU Awards Meeting 

Meeting with Kevin Murray Queen’s Sport 

Meeting with Karl Oakes 

Meeting with Stall providers for Refreshers’ Fair 
 
Meeting with electricians for Refreshers Fair 
 
Meeting with Security for Refreshers’ Fair 
 
Blues Awards Committee Meeting 
 
Meeting with planning society 
 
Attending Winter Graduation 
 
Meetings with prospective societies 
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Refreshers’ Fair 
 
The annual Refreshers’ Fair event is scheduled to take place on 11th February 2015 
in The Space and The Lounge.  Registration and booking forms have been sent to 
all Clubs and Societies, and marketing and promotion of the event is underway.  I 
have met with stall providers, electricians, security and other staff within the 
Students’ Union to organise the event. We have had to extend the Fair into “The 
Lounge” (old relish unit) as there was an unprecedented level of interest in 
obtaining stalls this year. 
 
I have been working with the Refreshers’ Fair group to ensure the event goes as 
smoothly as possible. Hopefully we can build on the success of previous years’ 
Refreshers Fairs. 
 
 
Training for Refreshers’ Fair 
 
There will be training event for Clubs and Societies that have obtained a stall at 
Refreshers’ Fair. This will take place on Monday 9th February at 5.10pm in Space 
Room 2. This will allow Clubs and Societies to learn how exhibit, sign up members 
and ask questions about the event. 
 
 
Students’ Union Awards 
 
The 2015 Students’ Union Awards will take place on 30th April 2015. Preparations 
are underway for the event. I will be working with the Clubs and Societies and 
Student Development Committee, Clubs and Societies committee members and 
relevant staff to ensure we make the event successful. 
 
 

Inter-Sport Night 

The Inter-Sport Night took place on 8th December 2014 and 24 Clubs were 
represented, including the following: Netball; Archery; Table Tennis; Rowing; 
Gaelic Football (Men’s and Ladies); Hurling; Camogie and Hockey.  I was a Team 
Leader for the indoor events which took place at the PEC.  Outdoor events also 
took place at Upper Malone, followed by a table quiz.  In total, over 250 students 
participated in the event which was a big success.    

 

Queen’s Sport Forum 

The Queen’s Sports Forum will be holding its first meeting next month. This group 

had been dormant for two years but will be reformed to allow students to bring 

forward any issues they have regarding facilities etc. 
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I hope this group will allow student clubs to have more control of the facilities 

they use such as the PEC and Upper Malone.  

Building Redevelopment Working Group 

I am part of the Student’s Union redevelopment working group which is meeting 

monthly for the rest of the year. This group will look at all the logistics of the new 

build for the Union and feed into the main redevelopment group.  

 
Clothing Tender 
 
In partnership with the University’s Purchasing Office and Queen’s Sport, a new 
clothing tender document has been produced and this is now ‘live’ on the 
University’s electronic tendering system, with a view to securing providers for the 
supply and delivery of branded and non-branded clothing, sportswear and games 
kit.  Submissions will be assessed by an internal panel at the start of February 
2015.  Interim arrangements are in place pending this decision. 
 

Clubs and Societies Development Committee  
 
The Clubs and Societies Development Committee, a standing committee of the 
Students’ Union Council, held its first meeting on 4th November 2014, where the 
Student Development Manager outlined the roles and responsibilities of the 
Committee.  The election of office bearers also took place at the meeting.  The 
next meeting of this Committee will take place in early 2015.   
 
 

Blues Awards 

I am part of the Blues Awards Committee. These awards highlight achievement in 

sport within our student clubs. This committee is responsible for deciding the 

format of the event and the standards for the awards. This committee will meet 

monthly up until the event at end of May / start of June. 

 

Queen’s Sport Strategy  

I sit on the Queen’s Sport Strategy Group which aims to outline a Strategic Plan for 

the organisation. This Strategic Plan will align itself with the University’s 2020 

Strategic Plan. 

For this group I have carried out different exercises on the make-up of Student 

Clubs. Increasing international engagement within Clubs is a key objective for the 

strategy. I have been able to comprise a list of every student club with every 

member and determine the percentage of international students within each. 
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Strategic Plan Working Group for Students’ Union 

The SU are aligning with the university in producing a strategic plan for 2015-2020. 

The new SU Strategic Plan would dovetail with Vision 2020, in particular targeting 

support for international and postgraduate students as well as continuing to 

provide a high quality of services to the wider student body.  I have continued 

meetings with colleagues in Queen’s Sport who are also completing their own 

Strategic Plan. These meetings have been very helpful in terms of generating ideas 

for our own Strategic Plan. 


