
Council Report – 19/03/15  
 
Hi everyone!  
 
It has been a busy few weeks with elections so I would like to take a moment to 
thank the councillors who believed I had another year in me to give and who came 
out over the three days to help.  
 
 
School visits 
 
I visited both St. Michaels in Enniskillen and St. Marys in Maghera on Monday 9th 
March with Dee Corbett from the University Communications and External Affairs 
Department. The purpose of these talks is to remind the Year 14 their 
responsibilities when they move to the city and into residential areas. I took the 
opportunity to highlight all the amazing opportunities that await incoming 
undergraduates and reinforced that the SU was a place for them and that they 
would always find a friendly face.  
  
Trade Union Strike  
 
On Thursday 26th February the SU held a referendum on whether to support a day 
of public sector strike action and to continuously campaign against public sector 
cuts. 
 
“Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union should strike on Friday 13 March 2015 
to coincide with strike action planned by the Trade Union Movement. This strike 
should be part of a sustained campaign against cuts to university funding and 
austerity, as outlined in the Assembly Budget and Stormont House Agreement, and 
implemented by all of the Assembly Executive Parties.” 
 
It was an amazing day and was fantastic to see such a large amount of workers and 
students mobilise in front of City Hall.  
  
I wrote a short blog on why all students should have an interest in the strikes so 
please have a read if you get a chance and please come get involved in any further 
action.  
 
http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/2015/03/12/why-we-should-all-be-striking-
on-friday-13th-march/ 
 
Student Volunteering Week  
 

http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/2015/03/12/why-we-should-all-be-striking-on-friday-13th-march/
http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/2015/03/12/why-we-should-all-be-striking-on-friday-13th-march/


Student Volunteering 
Week occurred 23-26 
February.  25 volunteer 
involving organisations 
were involved during the 
week of events which 
included information 
stalls, tours, taster 
sessions and workshops.  
In total 277 students 
engaged in the weeks’ 
events and students who 
attended workshops, 
tours and taster sessions 
also completed 
evaluation forms.  Feedback was extremely positive with 100% of students finding 
their event ‘good’ (as opposed to average or below average), 96% felt the event 
encouraged them to volunteer and 52% applied to volunteer with the host 
organisation on the day.  37% of participants indicated that they had no previous 
experience of volunteering. 
 
 
 
Presentation in Elms 
 
On Wednesday 25th February I alongside Patrick Sally, VP Welfare and Debbie 
Forsey, Financial Advisor in the Union visited Elms to deliver a series of workshops 
surrounding financial advice, accommodation rights and student wellbeing.  
 
I delivered the accommodation rights presentation that primarily focused on 
tenancy rights, what to look out for and what documentation was expected in a new 
house. The reception was good and I got speaking to around 10 students afterwards 
which was fantastic and I directed them to the SU website which has a fully 
comprehensive section on housing rights.  
 
I hope to do more of these workshops in 
the weeks to come so keep an eye out!  
 
Hey Neighbour 
 
Hey Neighbour volunteers and SU 
Councillors carried out the first litter clean 
up in the Stranmillis area on Wednesday 
11th February, I even had our Mr Speaker, 
Fergal McFerran out to give a hand.  
 



It was a successful afternoon with a substantial amount of rubbish lifted and I know 
many of the volunteers ended up enjoying themselves. The chair of the Stranmillis 
Residents Association came out to help us, which was fantastic as litter is a massive 
resident issue in Stranmillis.  
 
There will be a few more in the coming months so again if any councillor would like 
to come out and help it would be greatly appreciated   
 
 
RAG Apprentice/ RAG Week  
 
RAG Apprentice as part of RAG Week was a 
huge success. We had around 14 students 
come together as part of two teams and had a 
challenge of raising as much money as possible 
in 24 hours.  
 
Each team did amazingly well and I want to 
commend all of the students who took the time 
out to take part, it was greatly appreciated. 
Also, kudos to Connor on RAG Week which 
raised over £4000 this year and he was a 
fantastic Nick to my Karen!  
 
 
 
Community Safety Hub  
 
This was an initiative between the SU, the University, Belfast City Council and other 
external organisations. The idea was for students to stay safe in the South Belfast 
Community in the lead-up to St. Patricks and beyond. Organisations that attended 
were Women’s Aid, Men’s Advisory, FASA, Ascert, Sexpression, T13 as well as a yoga 
session and a mindful moments workshop.  
 
The Council also conducted a survey on student safety which will be forming the 
basis of policing in the South Belfast area in the coming months so I hope lots of you 
got down to it and I hope to organise a similar one soon   
 
 
Other Functions/Committees Attended 
 
Alliance Conference Dinner   
Millenium Volunteer 200 Awards  
Elections  
PACT  
Committee of Discipline x2  
SSAAG  



Charity Committee  
Charity Forum 
Stranmillis Resident’s Association   
Nursing Students Open Day  
ISCSG  
Refreshers Fair  
Community Living Talk – Nursing Students  
LOBE Residents  
NUS-USI Women’s Conference  


