
  SUC/P/13/36 

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST 

Students’ Union Council 

19
th
 November 2013 

 

Council Report of Vice President of Clubs and Societies 

Martin Lilly 

This is my council report for the first statutory meeting of Student Council for the academic 

year 2013-14. It outlines the work that has been done since taking office in July 2013.  

My aim as Vice President of Clubs and Societies is to continue the hard work of my 

predecessor and to use my skills and ideas to improve the experience of clubs and societies 

for students. My motivation for running for the post is to actively ensure that as many 

students are involved in clubs and societies as possible. With over 190 clubs and societies 

there is just about something for everyone. For where there is not I am there to help students 

get their club or society started and off the ground. The provisions of clubs and societies 

provide students with a wide array of benefits and involvement is important for students to 

get the most out of their Queen’s experience.  

I welcome all ongoing feedback and ideas from all Students’ Union Councillors. Please do 

not hesitate to contact me with any queries or issues you may have. Alternatively you can call 

into the office and have a chat with myself about what you think we are doing right and 

potential avenues for improvement. I look forward to working with each councillor and am 

greatly appreciative of the ongoing support and feedback given.  

My report begins with outlining the different meetings and events that I have attended and 

participated in since taking office. I then proceed to outline the work completed to date. My 

report then finishes with a list of training events that I have completed.  

If you have any issues with the report, feel free to email me at su.vpcs@qub.ac.uk or call me 

on 028 9097 3922. 
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Meetings/Events attended 

 Sports Development Steering Group 

 Fresher’s Fair 

 Green Impact Meeting 

 Meeting with Isabelle Jennings 

 Induction Talks given to every School in Queen’s 

 Launch of Campus Sports/Try Sports Initiative 

 Welcome Weekend 

 Campus Cup  

 Campus League Event 

 Campus Sports Night 

 Clubs and Societies Compulsory Training Event 

 Meeting with St. Mary’s Executive  

 Online Sign up Meeting  

 Executive Management Committee 

 Management Board 

 Students’ Union Area Safety Committee Meeting 

 GAA Festival Over Arching Committee Meeting  

 GAA Festival Events Sub Committee Meeting  

 Meeting with head of Queen’s Sport Liz McLaughlin 

 Meeting with GAA Development Manager Aidan O’Rourke 

 BIC’s (Board of Irish College Societies) AGM 

 Weekly Sweeps with David Bradley 

 Meeting with Sport Development Officer Kevin Murray 

 Meeting with Student Sport Development Manager Karl Oakes 

 Meeting with QUB Canoe Club 

 Law Society Football Tournament 

 Bars/Entertainments Sub Committee 

 Freshers Fortnight Committee  

 Committee of Discipline 

 Fitness to Practice Panel 

 Meeting with QUB Cheerleading 

 Participation in QUB Dance’s ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ event 

 Meeting with Residential Life Team 

 SUEI Steering Group Meeting 

 International Buddy Scheme 

 International Pub Crawl 

 RAG Pub Crawl  
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 Meeting with Vice Chancellor 

 Volunteer Initiatives Meeting with VP Community and Kevin Murray 

 Student Sport Ireland Sub Group Meeting 

 Graduation  

 Club Grants Allocation 

 Meeting with O’Neill’s 

 Meeting with QUB Juggling Club to discuss planned convention to be held in 

Queen’s 

 Participated in the Try Sport Week. 

 

Campaigns and Activities 

Since taking up my term in office as VP of Clubs and Societies a large amount of time has 

been taken up by individual interactions with different clubs and societies. This include 

dealing with students calling into the office in a regular basis, meeting with committee 

members to discuss pertaining issues they have as well as assisting prospective students who 

are interested in joining a particular club or society and need assistance in doing so. Also I 

actively assist students who wish to set up a new club or society on an ongoing basis. Other 

requests relate to clubs and societies finance and help with organising social events.  

As Vice President of Clubs and Societies I continue to endeavour to respond to each 

individual request to the best of my ability. If I cannot do so I will sign post the individual or 

club or society to a relevant staff member better equipped to deal with their request.  

 

1. Freshers Fair 

The Freshers’ Fair event took place in the Students’ Union on 2-3 October 2013. Total 

footfall at the event was 15,678 compared with 14,000 in 2012-13, representing an increase 

of 12% on prior year.  Footfall on 2 October (Societies) was 7,478 (48%) and footfall on 3 

October (Clubs and volunteering opportunities) was 8,200 (52%). Promotional activity during 

the two day event to drive student footfall included utilisation of all Students’ Union 

marketing channels and the presence of the Cool FM Roadshow. 

During the Fair, there were demonstrations and exhibition events staged by student groups 

including the Wakeboard and Waterski Club, the Dodgeball Club and the Ultimate Frisbee 

Club. 

There were 314 stalls over the two days compared with 300 at the 2012-13 Freshers’ Fair.  

Stall occupancy on 2 October was: 

• 116 Society 

• 26 external commercial 
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• 15 University departmental 

 

Stall occupancy on 3 October was: 

• 62 Club 

• 47 external volunteering 

• 26 external commercial  

• 15 University departmental 

•  7 miscellaneous (student-led activities) 

 

The total income from the event was £20,150, with £17,800 generated from commercial stall 

bookings and £2,350 from volunteering stall bookings. This represents an increase of 39% on 

prior year income of £14,500, of which £12,000 was generated from commercial stall 

bookings and £2,500 from volunteering stall bookings. 

There were 8,883 membership signups at the event, representing an increase of 8.4% on the 

8,197 memberships recorded in total for the academic-year 2012-13. 

The current total sign ups to Clubs and Societies as of 10
th

 November are 9,600 which 

represents the highest figure on record.  

 

2. Campus Sports Night 

Over 250 students were involved in the Campus Sports night which provided taster sessions; 

drop in activities and fun related competitions to welcome new and returning students to sport 

at Queen’s. The Campus Sport Night is part of a wider campaign to encourage more students 

to engage in regular physical activity and exercise and will be a recurring theme through my 

time in office.  

Clubs involved: 

- Basketball 

- Football 

- Dodgeball 

- Rowing 

- Ultimate Frisbee 

 

3. BICS (Board of Irish Colleges Societies) 
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On Tuesday 25
th

 October I attended the BIC’s AGM. Here I was elected on the 

committee as a student representative of Queen’s University. I will be helping out with 

the event organisation which is scheduled to take place at Queen’s in 2014. Ongoing 

progress with the event to be followed in subsequent reports.  

 

4. Clubs and Societies Training 

Training and development opportunities for committee members of clubs and societies are 

provided on an ongoing basis. A compulsory Training Event took place on 9
th

 October 2013 

attended by 175 students. This included information relating to: 

 Clubs and Societies Finance Office 

 Clothing Supply Options 

 Volunteer Academy 

 Health and Safety 

 Room Booking Procedure 

 Marketing of Clubs and Societies via the Student’s Union Website 

 Queen’s Sport 

 Leadership Programme.  

 Free Dominoes  

There was a club development workshop on 30
th

 October in the PEC which was attended by 

seven sports clubs. There was a society development workshop on 6
th

 November which was 

attended by 14 societies.  

Ongoing training events and initiatives are offered for clubs and societies throughout the year 

offering great opportunities for those club and society officers looking to expand their skill 

set and become better equipped to manage the running of their club or society.  

 

 

5. Campus Cup 

The Campus Cup (6 a side football tournament) took place on 23
rd

 October at Upper Malone 

Playing Fields with 120 participants representing 18 teams. The event included one female 

team and six international student teams. The event was won by a group of students from 

Great Britain.  

The popularity of the competition has grown the desire for a ‘Campus League’ which is an 

ongoing weekly football tournament which began on November 13
th

. Statistics and report 

from progress of this event will follow in subsequent reports.  

 

6. Grant Applications 
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The deadline for the recurrent grant was 25
th

 October 2013. There were 120 applications for 

grants from Clubs and Societies via the new grant application system. For the same period in 

2012 there were 81 grant applications from Clubs and Societies.  

There was a training event held giving instructions on how to use the new system.  

 

7. Online Sign Up  

The Executive Management Committee have agreed a new online ‘sign up’ procedure for 

Club and Society member for the 2013-14 academic year.  

Promotional activity was undertaken to ensure that clubs, societies and students were aware 

of the new signup arrangements. Four advance training sessions were delivered on 25
th

-26
th

 

September 2013 in relation to the operational requirements of the Freshers’ Fair, attended by 

117 student office bearer of clubs and societies.  

All clubs and societies were required to utilise the online system for membership signups 

during the Fresher’s Fair on 2
nd

-3
rd

 October 2013.  

There were 8,645 online signups at the event, which compares favourably with 6,000 prior 

year when the online signup system was piloted.  Approximately 238 individual memberships 

require manual addition to the online system, due to minor technical failures at a number of 

stalls. 

Students were informed via posters and signage at the event that they must receive an 

electronic notification to their Queen’s email account prior to being confirmed as a member 

of any club or society.  The message will be further reinforced to students over the coming 

weeks utilising the regular Students’ Union marketing channels. 

To date we have over 9,600 signs up. Continued promotional and awareness campaigns will 

hopefully push this over the 10,000 mark. The aim is to make joining a club as accessible and 

as easy as possible. The soon to be launched new SU Website will assist in this process and 

provide students with up to date information on every club and society at the University.  

 

8. Open Days 

The open days were represented by various clubs and societies. The Gaelic Football club, 

Rugby club and Hurling club were a few of the clubs which provided taster sessions for 

prospective students to try their respective sports. Various societies also carried out similar 

events helping showcasing what their society entailed. These included the Dragonslayers, 

RAG, Literific Society and the Politics, Philosophy and Economics Society.  
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Training Events: 

 Transition Training- This entailed a programme of training events held during the last 

week of June aimed at equipping me to carry out my role.  

 Media Training 

 Fire and Safety Training 

 Time Management Training  

 

To conclude I want to thank you for taking your time to read my report. I hope you enjoyed 

the read. 

Best Wishes, 

Martin Lilly 


