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Hello everyone,  
 
Since the last meeting of council a relatively short period of time has passed, hence 
the concise nature of this account.  Before I begin I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and please do stay safe over the New Year’s 
festivities.  We are once again coming to that time of year when assignments are due 
and exams are looming.  It can be the hardest thing to ‘keep calm’ during exam 
season, however it is extremely important to look out for your own welfare, take 
regular breaks to relax and don’t stay up too late!    
I look forward to seeing all you fresh faced studiers getting your free tea and coffee in 
the library during our Are Ye Well campaign.  
 
 
 
End of the Mind Your Mood campaign  
Wednesday 27th November saw the culmination of this semester’s Mind your Mood 
workshops.  The campaign has been a massive success and I must thank all who 
have engaged with the training.  At this point, I am still awaiting some final figures 
from Aware, but based on my data, over 700 QUB students have participated in the 
Mind your Mood workshops addressing mental health perceptions and ensuring that 
the necessary signposts and approach is made known.   
Applications for additional funding has been made to the Annual Fund with which it is 
hoped that we can deliver a more extensive training programme over the course of 6 
weeks – ‘Living Life to the Full’ which is facilitated by Aware Defeat Depression in 
second semester.   
You can keep updated on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mindyourmood 
Finally, I must sincerely thank Aidan Bannon for all the work that he has done with 
this campaign behind the scenes in Germany – Thanks so much!  
 
Holylands Hub  
I have engaged with Belfast City Council, external affairs and University of Ulster in 
the organisation of a Holyland Hub.  It is envisaged that the ‘hub’ will take place on a 
monthly basis beginning February 2014 for students and young people in the area to 
attend and engage with external agencies as well as hearing an address from high 
profile figures of interest regarding serious issues that a young person may be 
affected by at some point in their lives. Topics include assault & sexual assault, 
social media.  Belfast city council have also committed to funding this event to 
provide in addition, a dinner for students at the ‘hub’ evenings.  
 
 
Hate Crime  
In response to concerns that were conveyed to me by a PSNI hate crime advocate 
regarding race crimes and hate crime in the local area, I organised a meeting with 
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representatives from victim support and the PSNI hate crime advocates to address 
these issues in the University Area inviting along Caoimhe McNeill, VP Equality and 
Diversity. 
At this meeting we discussed the most appropriate method to approach a campaign 
addressing hate crime and at this stage are awaiting contact from the hate crime 
advocates to examine the availability of PSNI funding for a campaign.    
 
Volunteer Academy  
 
I have hosted our second Volunteer Academy workshop of the 
year, on ‘Global Volunteering’ opportunities in the Enterprise 
Suite.     
The workshop introduced partners, Volunteer Now who 
presented on engaging in international volunteer opportunities.  
It also offered a range of opportunities through the 
presentations from Childreach International, VSO, Bryson 
House and Student work the world.  
If anyone not in attendance would like to know more, please do 
let me know!  

 
 
Student’s Street Clean Up 
I am currently finalising the organisation of 
December’s Student Street Clean Up.  This is 
due to be held on Wednesday 11th December 
leaving the Students’ Union at 3pm to target 
litter in the Stranmillis Area.  If anyone would 
like to get involved in this initiative, please get 
in touch! It is a great way of engaging with 
the community and meeting new people 
surprisingly, and don’t forget, 
communications and external affairs have 
kindly sponsored the event so every 
participant will get a free meal in Maggie 
Mays after the Clean Up!!  

 
 
 
First Volunteer Action Group  
I chaired the first meeting of the Volunteering Action group this academic year. At the 
meeting we decided upon a change of name for the consortium to the Volunteering 
Working Group.  Other items on the agenda included a review of the volunteer fair of 
which 47 stalls were third sector organisations, homework club review and volunteer 
academy update. A date has now been set for the Volunteering Excellency Awards to 
be held on 9th June 2014 and it was agreed that our new volunteer coordinator begin 
to map volunteering across the QUB directorates to gauge the impact QUB students’ 
are having.  
In other business, the GAA Festival at Queen’s was noted which is to begin on 
Thursday 13th February. Queen’s Sport is making a conscious effort to engage the 
entire community in this event with a strong student volunteer force.  The event 
launch will take place in the next few weeks so if you would be interested please do 
keep an eye out or get in touch.   
 
Public Engagement Strategy Meeting 
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I attended the second public engagement strategy meeting to establish a University 
wide community engagement strategy.  At this stage, we have discussed what point 
the University and Students’ Union are at in relation to public engagement, what we 
currently are doing in the community and in turn what we would like to do in future 
years.  
 
 
Joint Universities Showcase  
I attended the joint initiative with the Open University and University of Ulster at 
Stormont to help showcase the impact of higher education in Northern Ireland, 
highlighting to our decision makers hugely successful collaborative projects being 
carried out by Queen’s, UU and OU alongside highlighting to MLAs particularly the 
engagement of students in the community.   
There was a good turnout from the MLAs in the long gallery and I spent the day 
encouraging political figures to take a look around the exhibition, talking about the 
joint initiatives and the engagement we have in the Students’ Union. I also 
encouraged the MLAs to engage with our social media campaign by writing on a 
plaque the reasons they love HE and in turn posting the picture on their social media 
sites.   
 
The event was a fantastic start to our campaign ensuring that higher education is on 
the agenda leading up to 2015 and that our MLAs realise the massive impact that HE 
has in Northern Ireland.  
 
 
SUEI Audit 
The Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative is a quality assessment model that 
encourages the continuous improvement of Unions across the UK.  The last SUEI 
audit took place in 2010 of which Queen’s Students’ Union was given bronze 
accreditation.   
Myself and the other sabbatical officers engaged with the audit and met with the 
external assessor, Antonia Frezza who is the director of Leed’s Students’ Union.  I 
discussed the advancements that have been made over the past few years in my 
role and the increased community engagement and representation in the local 
communities including the attendance and representation at resident’s meetings and 
agency forums, volunteering and community engagement including the homework 
clubs and community clean ups, publications and partnerships with external 
agencies.  
It is hoped that the outcome of the audit will be communicated to us prior to the 
Christmas break.   
 
Partnership with the Public Health Agency  
I, alongside Tiernan McAteer VP Welfare have established a partnership with the 
Public Health Agency in order to address a number of student health and wellbeing 
concerns that I feel is crucial to tackle. A number of initiatives have been discussed 
including working with external bodies to create a holistic and well resourced 
campaign addressing safety, alcohol and drug use throughout the academic year.  
 
 
Resident’s Meetings and External Committees 
 
I have represented students at the following associations and monthly agency 
meetings since the last meeting of council:  

- The Holylands Residents Meetings  
- PACT (Partners and Communities Together) 
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- Stranmillis Residents Meetings 

An issue to note that was discussed in the PACT forum was the resident’s parking 
consultation that is ongoing for the Rugby Road area of the Holylands. A number of 
local residents have pushed for a resident’s parking scheme whereby residents 
would obtain a parking permit leaving any other vehicles parking in the area only able 
to do so through metered payment.  A number of other areas in South Belfast are 
also pushing for a similar scheme to be implemented elsewhere.  While this scheme 
is only at the consultation stage which must reach a quota of responses before any 
progress can be made, I believe that the concept could be dangerous for students, 
both living in the area and otherwise.  The parking permit concept allows for one 
vehicle per household, something which would present problems for HMOs. As 
noted, this is very much in infancy, there is no indication that this scheme will 
proceed and I have only included the point to note in this report. 
 
Creating Cohesive Communities Consortium 
The creating cohesive communities consortium has created a newsletter in order to 
address tensions in the local area.  The Students’ Union feature in the newsletter in 
an article regarding SU engagement which I put together.  I engaged with a 
distribution campaign in the local area and I spent a number of hours distributing the 
publication door to door in the Lower Ormeau and Holyland area. 
 
 
Representation 
Since the last meeting of council I have advised and accompanied two groups of 
students to investigatory disciplinary meetings. 
 
Other  
I attended NUS-USI Regional Council  
 
 
 
As always, if anyone has any questions regarding any of the above, please do not 
hesitate to contact me via phone, email, or calling up to the office on the 2nd floor.  
 

 
  Merry Christmas 
 
 
SARAH-LOUISE BAIRD  
VP Community  
E: su.vpcommunity@qub.ac.uk 
T: 02890971050 
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