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Report of the Students’ Union President 

Below is a report of the meetings and other activities which I 
have been involved in during the period from 20 March 2014 to 
17 April 2014. 

If you have any queries about anything contained within this 
report please do not hesitate to get in touch by emailing me at 
su.president@qub.ac.uk. Alternatively I’d be happy to schedule 
an appointment with anyone who’d like to meet up to discuss any 
item of work in more detail. 

Committees, Sub-Committees, Meetings and Working 
Groups 

 University Senate (1)   

 Meeting with the Vice-Chancellor (1)   

 Meeting with Registrar & Chief Operating Officer   

 Regular meetings with the Director of Student Plus 
(weekly)   

 Meeting Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Education and Students   

 Meeting with Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Academic Planning, 
Staffing & External Relations (1)   

 Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council   

 Students’ Union Executive Management Committee 
(weekly)   

 SU Management Team Meetings (weekly)   

 Officer Briefings (weekly)   

 NSS Review Meeting (Weekly)   



 Meeting with Deputy Director 

 Meeting with Paula Moran – WAPP 

 Meeting re. Giro 
 

 
National Student Survey (NSS) 

The Students’ Union is supporting the University in its promotion 
of the National Student Survey (NSS). In additional to 
highlighting the NSS via the Union’s new website and its social 
media platform, the elected student officers have been delivering 
a programme of lecture addresses to final-year students, 
encouraging them to complete the National Student Survey and 
highlighting the benefits to future students that arise from this 
initiative.  

As of the 17 April 79.1% of eligible students have completed the 
NSS 2014. This is new record for Queen’s and the survey still 
has two weeks to run before it closes at midnight on 30 April. 

We continue to work with Pat McNally (Directorate of Academic 
and Student Affairs), coordinator of NSS activities on behalf of 
the University including regular meetings to review progress to 
date and agree actions moving forward. 

 

Feasibility Study/Consultation: 

Further to the update at the last meeting of Students’ Union 
Council, the first meeting of the consultation group has taken 
place to discuss in more detail the feasibility 
student/consultation. Comments at this meeting with positive and 
allowed the consultant to go away and take up board the 
comments that have were made. We are currently trying to 
arrange a further meeting for this group to come together. 

 



National conferences 

Union of Students in Ireland (USI) Congress 

The Union of Students in Ireland Congress took place from 
Monday 31 March 2014 to Thursday 3 April 2014 and Queen’s 
were represented at this event with 9 delegates. There was a 
large range of business address over the course of the 4 days 
and Queen’s Students’ Union successfully submitted an 
emergency motion That the USI officer board actively lobbies 
members of the Northern Ireland Assembly in conjunction with 
their partners in the trilateral agreement, NUS and NUS-USI, in 
order to secure support for the motion and USI to have 
representation in addition to the President of NUS-USI in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly on the day of the vote. At Congress 
we also had a role to play in electing the new officer board team 
for the 2014/15 academic year with Laura Harmon becoming the 
new President of USI to lead officer board. 

 

(NUS) Conference 

The NUS Conference took place from Tuesday 8 April 2014 to 
Thursday 10 April 2014 in Liverpool with 8 
delegates  representing Queen’s Students’ Union. At this 
conference the new officer team was elected for NUS which is 
lead for 2014/15 academic year by the reelected Toni Pearce. 

Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative 

Following a meeting of the SUEI Accreditation Panel on 28 
March 2014, the Students’ Union has been successful in 
receiving Bronze SUEI 2 Accreditation. 
 

Students’ Union Awards 2014 



The annual Students’ Union Awards event took place on the 
evening of 26 March 2014 with a gala dinner being staged in The 
Space.  Award winners were as follows: 
 

 Best New Society - Michaela Foundation 

 Most Improved Society - Queen’s Radio 

 Best Academic Society - Scrubs 

 Entrepreneurial Student of the Year - Thom Dickerson 

 Staff Member of the Year - Lynne Weir 

 Community Impact Award - Queen’s Red Cross 

 Outstanding Contribution to the Student Experience - 
Engineers Without Borders Belfast 

 Outstanding Contribution to the Students’ Union - Queen’s 
Knights (Cheerleading)  

 Sports Club of the Year - Queen’s Knights (Cheerleading) 

 Event of the Year - SWOT Fashion Show 

 Society of the Year - SWOT 

 President’s Award for Achievement - Paul Loughran 
 

Congratulations in all involved. This year we also arranged to 
have an SU Awards After party which will allow all clubs and 
societies to get together after the awards and celebrate whilst 
also helping individual clubs & societies to raise money for their 
respective groups. 

 

‘Student Hubs’ Volunteer of the Year – Aidan Bannon 

This award was won by Queen's student, Aidan Bannon, with an 
announcement being made on 26 February 2014 – as he was on 
placement, Aidan was regrettably unable to travel to the award 
ceremony in the Houses of Parliament.  He was instead 
presented his award by Wendy Osborne (CEO, Volunteer Now). 
 
Aidan impressed the judges with his commitment to a wide 
variety of projects, including the Queen’s University Red Cross 



Society, of which he was the founder. He has dedicated many 
hours to the development of the Society, ensuring an engaged 
student community of 60+, who have gone on to reach over 
3,500 young people through their campaigns and 
workshops.  Aidan’s clear enthusiasm for volunteering has 
resulted in him acting as a Peer Leader for Volunteer SU, 
championing social action among his peers.  He also developed 
a three-month Community Engagement Project to support the 
personal development of 10 to 18 year olds from interface areas 
in Belfast, training fellow students to effectively support these 
young people. 
 

USI Student Achievement Awards Ireland 

The Union of Students in Ireland Student Achievement Awards 
Ireland took place on Thursday 17 April 2014 in Dublin Castle. I 
attended the event alongside Caoimhe McNeill, Paul Loughran, 
Alana Fisher, Tiernan McAteer, and Connor Daly. We were 
shortlisted for two awards – equality activist of the year and 
student volunteer of the year and it was brilliant on the evening 
when it was announced that Caoimhe McNeill was the winner of 
the Equality Activist of the Year Award and Paul Loughran was 
the winner of Student Volunteer of the Year Award to follow up 
from his Presidents award from the Queen’s Students’ Union 
Awards.  

UCU Industrial Action 

I am pleased to be able to share a development in the dispute 
between the University and College Union (UCU) and the 
University and College Employers Association (UCEA). 
 
In the final meeting between the trade unions and UCEA 
yesterday, the employers have now made a new full and final 
pay offer, as follows: 
 
1. 2 per cent on all pay spine points with effect from August 



2014 
2. point 1 (the lowest point) of the pay spine to be increased 

by an additional £30 which will be the equivalent of the 
living wage in those institutions with a 35 hour week 

3. joint work to explore the use of the bottom pay points 
across the sector 

4. both sides remain committed to explore the pay equality 
claims which will be addressed at the New JNCHES 
meetings on 24 April and 20 May 

 
UCU’s Higher Education Committee has now recommended that 
this offer be put to members, via an electronic ballot which will 
conclude on 1 May. 
 
The marking boycott has therefore been postponed until 6 May, 
to allow the UCU HEC to further consider the result. 

 

Niall McShane 

Students’ Union President 

 


