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Report of the Vice President Welfare 
 
 

This is my fifth report of the academic year 2013/2014 to Queen’s Student Council. 
 
If any councillor or student requires any additional information, I am more than happy to 
discuss any element of the report further. Please feel free to email me at 
su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk, phone me on 02890971002, or call into the sabbatical office. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
Tiernan 

 

 

 

 

Advice, Representation & Individual Counsel of Students 

  

   

Due to the nature of my post the vast majority of my time is taken up by the day-to-day 

representation and provision of advice to students.  

  

I continue to represent students at disciplinary hearings and committees of discipline. This 

generally entails creating a case file for the student(s), educating them on the disciplinary 

process and the possible outcomes of a disciplinary hearing, helping them prepare a robust 

and accurate defence statement, and representing them at the disciplinary hearing. The 

confidential nature of this element of my job restricts the amount of information that I can 

disclose in this report. 

  

As well as offering advice and representation to students surrounding issues relating to 

disciplinary proceedings, I have also dealt with a high amount of case work relating to 

accommodation advice. Issues surrounding accommodation tend to be varied; however, I 

have assisted students with queries relating to deposits that have been retained by 

landlords, issues with Belfast City Council and also unsatisfactory living conditions. Case 

work related to housing provides me with an opportunity to inform students of new schemes, 

such as, The Tenancy Deposit Scheme and helps to ensure that students are aware of their 

fundamental rights as tenants. 

 



 

Tuition Fee Structure  
 
 
Following the meeting of council on the 10th February 2014 and the passing of policy number 

2.3, council noted that the current fee structure for self-financing students implemented at 

Queen’s University is grossly inaccessible to self-financing students.   

At a recent University Planning & Finance Committee it was decided based upon student 

feedback that moving to a bi-monthly payment profile would enhance the student experience 

for students that experienced difficulties with the previous payment structure. The new 

payment plan will consist of a 25% at Enrolment & Registration, followed by three bi-monthly 

payments due November, January and March. This new plan will lengthen the time period of 

payment from 4 months to 6 months and thus make the payment structure more accessible 

for self-financing students.  

Based upon the motion that has been approved we will continue to work to indentify and 

implement ways to improve the current payment structure, so that the last expected payment 

falls in line with the month of April as suggested in the motion. 

 

‘What’s the Big Idea?’ Judging Panel 

 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable experience, to sit on the judging panel for Queen’s Students’ 

Union’s, Enterprise department’s ‘What’s the Big Idea?’ competition. The programme 

highlighted the talented and extremely creative students that attend Queen’s, while also 

identifying several innovative products, developed by students that will hopefully gain 

support through various services available to budding entrepreneurs at Queen’s. 

The competition was open to all undergraduate and postgraduate students studying at 

Queen's who have exciting and innovative business ideas. A total prize fund of £2100 

offered students an exceptional opportunity to earn some extra cash, meet local 

entrepreneurs, develop their creative thinking and improve their business skills. 

 

Returning Officer, Law Society Elections 

 

In order to ensure that no irregularities occurred and that the Law Society Elections were 

conducted fairly and votes counted accurately, I acted as returning officer for the Law 

Society on the 26th March. It was a tightly contested election, fought in good spirit and it was 

a pleasure to be involved with. 

 

 



Alcohol Awareness Initiative 

 

VP Community Sarah-Louise Baird and I have been working closely alongside Dee Corbett 

and John O’Donaghue in Queen’s University Belfast to further improve the services offered 

by the newly implemented Alcohol Awareness programme to Queen’s Students. The current 

vision for this programme is to encourage students who have been engaged with the 

disciplinary process to attend Alcohol Awareness training sessions to better educate them 

regarding the effect that irresponsible alcohol consumption has on you and others. 

Following further conversations with Dee Corbett, we have re-evaluated the vision of the 

programme, so that it aims to not only ensure that students do not re-offend, but also 

prevents students from offending in the first instance, Sarah-Louise and I have been working 

with community affairs and local external organisations to create a workbook for students, 

similar to the workbooks used by the AA for speeding courses. The addition of a local 

company will provide a workbook with a sole focus on Northern Ireland, thus making it as 

relevant as possible to Queen’s University Students. We hope to provide these workbooks to 

students to be completed prior to attending the Alcohol Awareness Programme and we are 

also exploring the possibility of including various sections in the Student Street Survival 

Guide.   

 

Conferences: NUS AND USI 

I attended USI Conference in Athlone and NUS Conference in Liverpool these were my first 

experiences as a delegate at a conference and it was a new and enjoyable experience to 

follow and be involved in such large debates regarding issues of prevalence to students.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Achievement Awards Ireland 

I attended the Student Achievement Awards Ceremony in Dublin Castle as a Queen’s 

delegate and I would like to congratulate both Caoimhe McNeil and Paul Loughran on both 

being nominated and winning their awards. 

 

 

 

Student Union Awards Judging Panel 

I was a member of the judging panel for several categories for the Student Union Awards. I 

would again like to congratulate all those that were nominated and won awards and 

encourage them to continue their good work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meetings Attended 

Meeting with Dee Corbett regarding Alcohol Awareness 

Management Board 

Student Support Fund Committee Meeting 

 

Other 

Student Union Awards 

 


