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Report of Vice‐President Campaigns and Communications 

 

Foreward  

I hope everybody had a good Christmas and are ready for their second semester at Queen’s. 

I have had a very enjoyable and rewarding first semester and am looking forward to new 

challenges ahead. I was pleased with the reduction in cuts to the Department for Education 

and Learning and when Ciaran Gallagher and I met Minister Farry, we made sure to tell him 

the importance of funding into education. I am also passionate about getting students more 

involved with politics and I am looking forward to the National Voter Registration Day on 

the 5th February. Below is an update on what I have been getting up to since the last 

meeting of council. 

 

Update on the DEL CUTS campaign  

On Tuesday 20th January, Ciaran Gallagher and I met with the Minister for the Department 

for Employment and Learning to hand over the #stopDELcuts petition. The online petition 

was signed by over 3,000 students and supporters, including Minister Farry, in protest to the 

proposed cuts to DEL funding announced in November last year as part of the Executive 

Draft Budget.  

I worked alongside our President and Damien Corridan on our consultation letter to the NI 

Executive highlighting the severe impacts the proposed cuts would have on education. Have 

a look at our consultation response here QUBSU – Response to Consultation on NI Executive 

Draft Budget 2015-16.   

I liaised with our Marketing team to have a visual of some of the responses people were 

writing from signing the online petition. You can have a look at the visual here 

http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/   

I would like to thank all those who took part in the range of campaign activities that were 

organised. Along with pressure from other Students’ Union’s, our voices were well and truly 

heard in the education must be protected.  

http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/files/2015/01/QUBSU-Response-to-Consultation-on-NI-Executive-Draft-Budget-2015-16.pdf
http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/files/2015/01/QUBSU-Response-to-Consultation-on-NI-Executive-Draft-Budget-2015-16.pdf
http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/studentsunion/
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National Voter Registration Day 

The National Voter Registration Day is on the 5th February and I am currently organising a 

campaign for it. I have met with Gerry Carroll to discuss the campaign as well as other 

student officers. I applied for funding for our NVRD activities from NUS and our application 

was successful. I have ordered materials which will make it visible to students and will put 

posters around campus to increase the awareness of the NVRD. I have liaised with Rock the 

Vote and NUS-USI and they will have volunteers at the day. I have booked a stall that will be 

at the entrance in the Students Union. I also plan to work with Rock the Vote to bring a 

hustings event to Mandela hall to increase awareness of the General election happening in 

May. I have had discussions with Jenna Booth who is a representative from Rock the Vote 

about the hustings idea. I plan to give a free coffee for those who register on the day. I will 

give the volunteers a brief to ensure they highlight to students the importance of registering 

to vote. People aged under 24 are the least likely to vote, and the least likely to be on the 

register so I really want as many people to help out on the day. I will also work with Gerry 

Carroll and Sarah Curran (Vice President C&C) on engaging with students about the General 

Election.  

 

National Student Survey Drive 

On the 3rd February I will be going around campus to promote the National Student Survey 

to final year students. I will liaise with VP Education over the coming weeks on lecture 

engagements with final year students.  

 

Are Ye Well January Exams in the Library 

I helped out with the VP for Welfare in his delivery of the Are Ye Well campaign. I helped 

with the set-up of the event and ensured the space was returned to the way it was. It was 

great engaging with students and being there for support. The students were extremely 

pleased with the service and it was very well run. In total there was 3,114 cups of tea and 

coffee served, 1,500 bottles of water, 96 litres of milk and 80 packets of biscuits throughout 

the nights in the library. 

 

Strategic Plan Update 

I will present to Council on the 9th February our update on the Strategic Plan. We have met 

with the staff to get their feedback on the plan and have incorporated their thoughts into it. 
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Inter Sports Night 

On the 8th December I helped out at the Inter sports night at the PEC. This night was to give 

a taste of other sports to a range of different clubs. It was very successful and the students 

who took part were happy at the range of activities available.  

 

Student Officer Elections 

I have worked with the Marketing department on the delivery of the election campaign. We 

are really keen to push engagement with students and we have attempted to incorporate 

that into the campaign.  

 

Update on vegan and vegetarian options 

I have been in close contact with Lorraine Meneilly (Retail and Premises Manager) and she 

has contacted the SU’s suppliers regarding the vegan options. She has said that the big 

suppliers didn’t have anything on offer but she has been in touch with Kerry Group and 

there is potential for a supply of vegan options.  

 

Meetings 

Gerry Carroll (NUS) about NVRD 

Jenny Booth (RTV) about NVRD 

VP Welfare and Debbie Forsey about a Money Management Campaign 

Joanne Graham (Post Grad centre) about extending opening hours 

Gerry Carroll and Sarah Curran about General Election in May 2015 

Sweep with VC 

Meeting with Director of Student Plus regarding post funding 

Strategic Plan Working Group 

Election Working Group 

Meeting with Stephen Farry regarding DEL cuts 


