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Annual Business Report of Vice-President Campaigns and Communications 

 

Firstly, I would like to say thank you to everyone who made this year possible. I have had a 

great year and truly enjoyed myself. This report will sum up my key highlights from the year. 

 

Communications Improvement 

I have set up QUBSU’s very first Instagram account and Snapchat account. Snapchat has now 

roughly 800 users and Instagram has roughly 100 followers. I hope this will continue to 

improve in the next few years. I have worked with the VP Education in bringing videos to our 

YouTube channel. I also set up SU Blogs so Sabbatical officers could keep students up to date 

on what they were doing. 

 

Freshers’ Fortnight  

As a student officer team we really wanted to make an impression on those students that 

were coming to Queens for the first time. As a team we completed 37 induction talks overall 

and we made sure to bring an enthusiastic tone. The talks covered information relating to our 

advice services, our Student Officers; our clubs and societies and how to get involved; our 

Bars and Entertainments, SU Council, Enterprise Suite and how to go about changing things 

about the Union. I believe that at the end of our talks we made a lasting impression and you 

can check out my blog to see reaction from one of the lecture addresses. 
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Freshers’ Fair  

The Freshers’ fair is the perfect opportunity once again to highlight our presence to students. 

There were roughly 15000 students who passed through the fair over the two days. During 

the two days, I spent a large proportion of my time along with the other officers recruiting as 

many people as possible to run for Student Council. This was a perfect opportunity to get 

students signed up to Council and I was extremely pleased with the number of people that 

ran. We also highlighted the key services of the Union. I also seen this as a great opportunity 

to make sure students followed us on the various communication platforms. 

 

Council Recruitment and voting engagement  

The student officer team and I campaigned for greater turnout in nominations for student 

council and the council elections. This involved going out on campus doing lecture shout outs 

to increase awareness of the Student Council. This had been a success as we had the 2nd 

biggest turnout for elections (1823 votes overall; SU Council turnout is up on last year). We 

also had a record number of candidates putting themselves forward (242 nominations 

compared to 207 last year) which myself and the other officers were extremely pleased by. 

 

SU Pop Ups  

I assisted Hannah Niblock in the delivery of the SU Pop Ups. I liaised with the staff of the SU 

to get prizes for the event. I assisted in the marketing of the event and the promotional 

material that was required. In order to ensure that students knew what was going on in the 

events, I made sure Facebook and Twitter were updated with photos of the event. 

 

University Challenge  

I was extremely keen to get involved with this opportunity and it fell with me to pick the team 

to represent Queen’s in the 2015 series of University Challenge. 32 students engaged and a 

team of 4 went through to represent Queens. 

 

 

 

DEL Cuts Campaign  
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I proposed an emergency motion at the Inaugural Meeting of the SU Council on the 6th 

November. This was in light of the Stormont Executive proposing a 10.8% cut to the 

Department for Education and Learning (DEL) budget. I released a statement outlining the 

Students’ Union stance on the matter and identified the potential consequences of such a 

drastic cut.  

 I ensured that for our campaign we would have a graphic that would catch the attention of 

all students and the general public. I worked closely with the Marketing Department to come 

up with a slogan to raise awareness about the DEL cuts. Along with marketing support we 

came up with #stopDELcuts for trending on twitter.  I liaised with Marketing to create our 

online petition on change.org at which you can have a look here. The online petition was 

signed by over 3,000 students and supporters, including Minister Farry, in protest to the 

proposed cuts to DEL funding. I worked alongside our President and Damien Corridan on our 

consultation letter to the NI Executive highlighting the severe impacts the proposed cuts 

would have on education. Along with VP Welfare I completed numerous lecture shout outs 

raising awareness of the potential effects the DEL cuts could have on students. I assisted the 

President and the Marketing department in formulating an all student email that was sent 

out on Thursday 27th November. I worked with the President to issue an informative video 

about the DEL cuts. I set up a placard making session that occurred on the 28th November in 

the SU. This was for our rally which raised awareness of the DEL cuts. 

 

‘Are Ye Well’ Campaign  

I assisted VP Welfare in his delivery of the ‘Are Ye Well’ campaign. I helped him with the 

events and made sure these were made aware to the student population. Promotions of 

these events were communicated via Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter and feedback was given 

from the blogs. 

 

National Student Survey Drive  

On 3rd February I went around campus to promote the National Student Survey to final year 

students.  

 

Inter Sports Night  

On the 8th December I helped out at the Inter sports night at the PEC. This night was to give 

a taste of other sports to a range of different clubs. It was very successful and the students 

who took part were happy at the range of activities available. 
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Student Officer Elections  

I have worked with the Marketing department on the delivery of the election campaign. We 

were really keen to push engagement with students and we have attempted to incorporate 

that into the campaign. 

 

 March 13th Preparation – Rally against the Stormont Cuts  

I took the lead in the organising of our rally to support the public sector strike action on March 

13th. The strike action took place to make a stand against the budget cuts enforced by the 

Stormont House agreement and in support of properly funded public services including 

schools, universities, hospitals and buses. With assistance from the activists from the young 

socialist party as well as others we made sure students knew of the action planned on the 

13th and why they should attend the march. I organised an information session on the 12th 

as well as a banner making session. I organised that students could join a feeder march from 

the City Hospital. It all went smoothly on the day and there were roughly around 50 students 

who attended the march. On a personal level I was taken aback by the march and the speakers 

on the day. It was truly phenomenal the amount of people that turned up on the day.  

 

Rock The Vote Event at Mandela Hall  

In co-operation with Jenna Booth from Public Achievement we organised a very successful 

night on Tuesday 24th February. This was an attempt to get students excited about politics 

and aimed to match music with politics. The night was great and led by our very own Fergal 

McFerran who was compere on the night. I wish to work with Rock the Vote again on 

encouraging students to get involved in politics and raise awareness of the General Election 

coming up on May 7th. 

 

Refreshers Fair  

I assisted Niall McKenna in his delivery of the Refreshers Fair. I was present at the SU stall for 

most of the day. I would like to take this opportunity to say what he great job he had done. 

 

 

 National Voter Registration Activities  

I have continued with great importance the need to get as many students as possible 

registered to vote for the upcoming General Election on May 7. From the funding I received 
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(£1000), I recently ran a competition to incentivise volunteers to help to get students 

registered. From this activity the volunteers successfully signed up 70 students. On Monday 

20th April there was a registration drive from 10am – 2pm where I got cupcakes with the 

Generation Vote logo on them. This was the last day to register to vote and there was a good 

buzz around the stall. I would like to thank all those who have taken time out of their busy 

schedules to help with our registration drives. From all the activities I organised there was 

roughly 250 students who registered but throughout the time we raised awareness of the 

General Election.   

 Organ Donation Drive  

I have been in contact with a representative from Organ Donation group and they have given 

me good guidance in terms of what I need and the best way to interact with students. I have 

ordered the necessary promotional material including posters and leaflets which include the 

sign up forms. I expect to roll out the sign up days when students are back so I envisage this 

happening the week beginning Monday 27th. 

 

 General Election Planning  

The General Election is happening on May 7th and it is a very exciting time. I have been in 

discussions with Wilma Fee, Director of Academic and Student Affairs and she has contacted 

the Heads of Schools asking to give students flexibility if they require going to their home 

constituencies to vote. I will ensure that the Heads of Schools are on board with this and email 

each of them ensuring that they understand the difficulty students face with getting to vote 

in their local area. I am very excited to announce that there will be a hustings style format for 

the South Belfast candidates for the General Election. This is being organised by Queen’s and 

will be held in the Great Hall on the 28th April. So far 9 candidates have agreed to speak and 

students will have the opportunity to question the candidates. After the registration deadline 

on Monday 20th I plan to meet with my Campaigns and Communications committee to decide 

on activities coming up to May 7 to ensure the promotion of the General Election. 

 

Fair Trade Steering Group  

The first meeting of the Fair Trade Steering Group occurred on the 16th April with the main 

aim of promoting Fair Trade and setting an action plan for the rest of the semester and for 

years to come. We will use this as a base to get Fair Trade on the map again in the SU. I helped 

at the Big Brew event that was held in the Union recently in a bid to promote Fair Trade. 

 

GOOD LUCK TO NEXT YEAR’S TEAM! 


